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to move within the German military or political orbit when-
ever Germany asked her to.
All this and much more the President discussed with
great patience and utter frankness. No man could have
displayed greater confidence in the power of the truth and
no one could have arrived at the truth more openly than
he did with me.
" Will the end of the Soviet war terminate Finland's
military action everywhere ? " I asked.
" Certainly/5 he said. " We are involved only in the war
against the Russians. It is probably difficult for a powerful
nation of 130 millions, living a great distance away, to
visualize the position of a nation of less than four million
people with a 7oo-mile frontier bordering on a country
fifty times its size whose deadly assaults have been the
pitiable problem of every Finn's life for a hundred years."
" Is there any alignment in Finland with Germany's
ideological and totalitarian policies ? " I asked him.
" No/' His Excellency told me, speaking officially and
in his authority as the President of Finland, for in our fare-
well at Helsinki he authorized me to publish his replies.
" The Finnish people are interested only in developing the
historic political and social order of this republic." This
was a courageous statement for any chief of state on the
continent to make to-day.
" If communism mi^ht achieve improvement for ordi-
nary people, it might be its own compensation. But because
of economic characteristics and spiritual bankruptcy, the
results of communism are tragic. And for no one is the
tragedy more poignant than for those who need improve-
ment the most.
" History shows that communism is only compatible with
primitive and undernourished economic surroundings. It
can maintain its theories only through absolute and cruel
authority in the State, as in Russia, or, interestingly enough,
through the special zeals represented in monastic orders
of the church.
" Communism has an anti-natural and basically anti-
economic quality. Its destruction does not distinguish error
from truth, good from evil, justice from injustice. It does
not care for history or the experience of humanity, for life